November, 2009 A.D. 6009 A.L.
Worshipful Master’s Message

Greetings from the East,

As a follow up to last month’s message, many of us have read or
are reading the new book by Dan Brown, The Lost Symbol. The
consensus of opinion is that it cast a favorable light on the fraternity,
but there are some inaccuracies in the information. This is the reason
for it being located in the fiction section of the book stores.

Dan Brown was invited to address the 2009 Biennial Session of the
Southern Jurisdiction of the Scottish Rite in the beginning of October,
but due to scheduling conflicts, could not attend. Instead, he sent a
letter that he request to be read to the membership, which read in
part: “In the past several weeks....I have been asked.... what
attracted me to the Masons so strongly as to make it the central
point in my new book. My response is always the same: In a world
where men do battle over whose definition of God is most accurate, I
cannot adequately express the deep respect and admiration I feel
toward an organization in which men of differing faiths are able to’
break bread together’ in a bond of Brotherhood, Friendship, and
Camaraderie.”

This, brethren is probably the most accurate summation of what
Freemasonry is all about.

As we enter the month of November, we enter a period of giving
thanks for the enumerable blessings heaped upon us.

The first of which is Veteran’s Day on November 11t. This holiday
was originally called Armistice Day. It was to pay tribute to the
signing of the armistice that ended the First World War which was
signed on Nov. 11, 1918. In 1954, President Dwight D. Eisenhower s
signed a bill proclaiming November 11th of each year as Veteran’s Day
and the focus of the holiday shifted to paying tribute to all the men
and women of our armed services that served in military conflicts in
defense of democracy and freedom. Often confused with Memorial
Day, which commemorates those who gave the ultimate sacrifice,
Veteran’s Day commemorates those that returned home to their
families and loved ones.

The second, of course, is Thanksgiving. In today’s society,
Thanksgiving is thought to be the day when Mom or Grand Mom
cook a lavish turkey dinner with all the trimmings and Dad and
Grand Pop spend the day watching non stop football games.
Thanksgiving Day was established when the Pilgrims first landed in
Plymouth Mass. In the first winter, 46 of the original 102 colonist had
died. But fortune turned in their favor and the next year’s harvest was
a bumper crop. The remaining colonist decided to have a feast to
celebrate their good fortune.

Thanksgiving was not always celebrated in November, nor was
there turkey or potatoes. Potatoes were considered poisonous and
duck and venison the meats. In the late 1600’s Thanksgiving was
celebrated in June and in the late 1700’s in October. It wasn’t until
1941 that it was sanctioned as a National Holiday and to be celebrated
on the last Thursday of November.

Brethren, even in these tough economical times and high
unemployment, we still have many things to be grateful for. So, as
you sit down with family and friends to enjoy that wonderful
Thanksgiving diner, please remember to give thanks and praise to the
Grand Architect for making it all possible and the men and women of
our Armed Forces for defending our country and our precious
freedom.

Sincerely and Fraternally,

Atlantic Avenue I Stone Road, Laurel Springs, New Jersey

Constituted May 25, 1922

Regular Communications First and Third Fridays.
Communication for November 2009

You are cordially and fraternally requested
To attend the following communications of

Laurel Lodge No. 237, F. &A.M.

Friday, November 6, 2009, 7:45 P.M.
Regular Business & Table Lodge

Guest Speaker MW Edgar N. Peppler PGM
Prime Rib Dinner, $25.00

Tuesday, November 17, 2009, 7:45 P.M.
Emergent Communication to confer the
Entered Apprentice Degree to be conferred on
eligable candidates.

Friday, November 20, 2009, 7:45 P.M.

Regular business, Ballot, Birthdays and Refreshments.
Master Mason Degree to be conferred on
eligable candidates.

By order of Attest
Robert E /@e/; S, Robert E. Kunze, Sr. WB Frazier R. Alburger, PM
Worshipful Master Worshipful Master Secretary



November Masonic Birthdays

Edmund F. Patterson, Jr. 1946
Karl A. Esler 1959
Albert F. Pierce 1959
RW Robert W. Bates, PSGD 1960
WB Edwin W. Griffiths, Jr 1962
Fred 9. Maiden, Ir. 1962
Alfred W. Strater 1962
RW Charles A. Castley, PDDG 1963
Edward Shorr 1964
Morton C. Argoe 1965
Richard P. Alspach 1966
Walter R Mumie 1966
WB Frederick W Knox, PM 1967
Robert F. Brittain 1970
Robert E. Busch 1970
RW Joseph H. Rival, Jr., DGM 1971
MW William H. Sackett, PGM 1971
Marvin B. Fellows 1973
Arthur J. Marsh 1981
Carl R . McMasters 1981
RW James E. Miller, PGC 1983
Raymond T. McManus 1990
Michael J. Tuno 1990
WB Paul E. Burkhardt 1992
WB Moses R, Hayes, Jr. 1998
WB Richard J. McCunney 11 2000
WB Michael E. Owsiak, 2000
Kenneth B. Treger : 2000
Joseph J. Harty, Jr. 2002
Evan P. Graham 2005
Jeffrey E. Dybus 2006
Joseph A. Janney 2007
Kevin A. McElroy 2007
Kenneth L. Rutter, I1T 2007
Robert P. Scapicchio 2007
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In Memoria

LT

WB Roy F, Gutshall PM
Raised June 22, 1968
Called from Labor October 12, 2009

Brother Paul C. Platt

Raised May 5, 2009
Called from Labor October 9, 2009

Dues are due
Brethren, The dues bills for the upcoming
year are being prepared and will be mailed
in the month of November. Please check to
make sure that you have a current dues card
that reads “2009.” If it does not, please
forward the appropriate amount to the
address below.

If you are experiencing financial or other
issues that make it difficult for you to pay at
this time, please contact the Secretary or the

Master. This matter will be held in the
strictest of confidence.
P.S. Any dues or correspondence being sent
to the Lodge is to be sent to the Lodge Post
Office box. The address is:

Laurel Lodge #237
P.O. Box # 127
Stratford, N.J. 08084




Dates to Remember

Every Tuesday, 7:00 PM.
Officers Rehearsal at Lodge

November 6

Laurel Table Lodge
Guest Speaker MW Edgar N. Peppler PGM
Prime Rib Dinner, $25.00

See Announcement in the message

November 11, 7:00 PM

District Lodge of Instruction
West Jersey Masonic Center
Worshipful Master, Senior Warden
and Qualification Team ONLY.

November 14
Scottish Rite Day

Excelsior Scottish Rite - Collingswood
The class will be in honor of
M.W. William H. Berman, Grand Master

November 17

Emergent Communication of Laurel Lodge
for the purpose of conferring the Entered Apprentice
degree upon eligible candidates.

November 19
Master Mason Night
Laurel Springs Chapter #27 OES

All Master Masons are invited to attend.

November 20

Regular Meeting
Master Mason degree

November 24, 6:45 PM

Grand Lodge of Instruction
West Jersey Masonic Center
Dinner 5:45 PM, Reservations required
ALL Officers are required to attend
Tuxedo, Jewel & Apron required.

All Master Masons are welcome to attend,
Especially the newly raised Brethren.

December 4

Annual Meeting of Laurel Lodge
Election of Officers

December 5

Grand Lodge Feast of St. John

Guest Speaker
Honorable Brother Seamus B. McCaffrey

See Announcement in the message

December 12
Laurel Lodge Children’s Christmas Party

More Information next month

December 18

Laurel Lodge Annual Diner and Installation

See Announcement in the message

Upcoming
Dinners

November 6th
Laurel Table Lodge $25.00
Prime Rib Dinner

Reservations are a Must
Call Chef Henry for Reservations (856) 783-7498
Deadline for reservations is Monday, 11/02/2009

Open Installation Dinner
December 18, 2009
Lucien’s Manor

81 West White Horse Pike
Berlin, N.J. 08009

Cocktail Hour 5:00 PM (Cash Bar)
Dinner at 5:45 PM
Installation 7:30 PM

Cost $30.00 Per Person

Buffet Menu

Chicken Marsala
Sliced Beef Bordelaise
Broiled Tilapia in Lemon Butter Sauce
Roasted Red Potatoes & Mixed Vegetables

Please send check and reservation form to:

Warren E. Rival
47 Hilltop Avenue
Blackwood, N.J. 08012-5010
(856) 227-4016
Or
Email: WARIVAL@COMCAST.NET

Reservations due no later than Friday
December 11, 2009

Make checks payable to:
Laurel Lodge #237 F&AM

Name

Number of people attending
Amount Enclosed Check No.




e Masemie Family Mogkey Ganme
Sunday, March 28, 2010 — 4:00 PM
At Sovereian Bank Arena (Trenton, NJ)

Elmira Jackals

Vs.

Trenton Devils

This year we are offering two price levels:
$15.00 - Lower level behind the net
$18.00 - Club level seating
This is a fundraiser for the HERO SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Tickets are available by sending a check payable to
“The Grand Lodge of New Jersey”
along with a self-addressed stamped envelope to:
RW Glenn E. Latshaw 444 West Avenue Delanco, NJ 08075
For further information or details, please call (856) 278-0012
or Email Bigdadyglenn@aol.com

ANNUAL FEACT OF CAINT JOHN

Precented by
Magconic Charity Foundation and Grand Lodge
Date: Caturday, December 5, 2009
5:30 PM - Cocial Hour
Time: 6:30 PM - Welcome and opening exercige

6:45 PM - Dinner
8:00 PM - Program

Place: MCF Fellowship Center, 1114 Oxmead Road,
Burlington, NJ
Price: $50.00 per percon

Cpeaker:  IIl. Ceamue P. McCaffrey, 33" Degree

2 Tour U.C.M.C. Vietham Combat Veteran

Retired Phila Police Department Homicide Detective
Former Philadelphia Municipal Judge (wac the
Judge in Veterane Ctadium for rowdy eaglee fanc)
Current Juctice Penneylvania Qupreme Court

Deadline for Reservationg
Friday, November 20, 2009
Tickete may be purchaged by mailing a check along With a Qolf
addrecced, etamped
Envelope along With the names of
The pereone attending to the
Grand CQecretary’e Office
1114 Oxmead Road
Burlington, NJ 08016
Tickete mailed from the office must be paid
For in advance. Pleace note that no tickete will be cold at the door.
Table recervatione may be made for groupe of 8 or 10.

M.W. Larry S. Plasket, PGM
Grand Secretary

Brethren,

Govern yourselves accordingly.

The Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable Society of
Free and Accepted Masons for the State of New Jersey

1114 Oxmead Road, Burlington, NJ 08016

IMPORTANT NOTICE FROM THE GRAND MASTER

It has come to my attention that a currently duly tried and expelled Mason, Michael McCabe, has
been sending e-mail messages to Masons in good standing regarding Masonic subject matter.

While you cannot stop someone from sending you an e-mail, aside from placing that person's e-
mail address in your spam or junk mail filters, you are accountable for replying to, or forwarding, e-
mails originating from an expelled Mason when discussing Masonic matters. Replying to, or
forwarding e-mails emanating from a duly tried and expelled Mason which contain Masonic subject
matter is a violation of your obligation where your swore not to hold Masonic communication with a
clandestine, suspended, or expelled Mason, you knowing him to be such.

Should any Mason in good standing do so, he will be subject to Masonic penalties.

Fraternally

(0 o, K B

M.W. William H. Berman, Grand Master

grandsecretary@njmasonic.org
Phone: 609-239-3970 Fax 609-386-4332







